
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES10912 October 29, 2009 
State road maps. But growing up in 
Jackson, Clifford demonstrated the 
abilities and qualities needed to be suc-
cessful in a wide variety of pursuits 
and political endeavors. After earning 
a degree in agriculture from the Uni-
versity of Wyoming, he rose quickly 
through the ranks, serving as a trustee 
of his alma mater, a Teton County 
commissioner, and later, in the mid- 
1960s, as Governor of Wyoming. 

As Governor, Clifford Hansen brought 
an end to laws banning miscegenation, 
boosted the minimum wage, and se-
cured higher retirement pay for State 
workers, among many other things. He 
also increased fair employment prac-
tices and secured more financial assist-
ance for public schools and higher edu-
cation. He then served two terms in the 
U.S. Senate and compiled an equally 
impressive list of accomplishments 
there. 

I had the privilege of meeting 
Clifford Hansen in 1977, when I came to 
Washington as a wide-eyed freshman 
Senator. I will never forget the warmth 
and kindness Senator Clifford showed 
me, helping me get acclimated to my 
new surroundings and responsibilities. 
He was a conservative’s conservative— 
a public servant of rock-solid integrity 
and unwavering devotion who believed 
in the time-honored principles of fiscal 
responsibility and less government. He 
was just as devoted to his beloved wife 
of more than 75 years, Martha, and 
their two children, Mary and Peter. 

One of Senator Hansen’s many gifts 
was his human touch. He always treat-
ed everyone the same, no matter what 
their station in life—with a warm 
smile, a hearty handshake, and un-
feigned respect. No wonder he was so 
beloved by so many, everyone from 
Senate colleagues and staff to custo-
dial and cafeteria workers. 

More than three decades after com-
ing to Washington, I am still privileged 
to serve in the Senate. And even 
though Clifford Hansen retired from 
the Senate in 1978, the years have not 
dimmed my memories of him and the 
high esteem with which I hold him. I 
cherish his memory and honor his serv-
ice. And my thoughts and prayers at 
this difficult time are with his beloved 
Martha and other family members and 
devoted friends. 

He will be missed. 
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NATIONAL NUCLEAR PROGRAM 
WORKERS DAY 

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I 
rise to honor nuclear weapons program 
workers and uranium miners, millers 
and haulers. Tomorrow, October 30, 
2009, has been designated by Congress 
as a national day of remembrance for 
these workers and their families. 

During the Cold War, these men and 
women served the United States by 
working in the Department of Energy’s 
nuclear plants, exposing themselves to 
hazardous materials. As a result of this 
exposure, many developed illnesses and 
sacrificed their well-being for the sake 
of our Cold War victory. 

This day of remembrance is particu-
larly important to Kentuckians, be-
cause of men and women who have 
worked—and still work—for the Padu-
cah Gaseous Diffusion Plant in Padu-
cah, KY, since 1952. During the Cold 
War, this plant enriched the uranium 
for the weapons that kept America 
safe. Back then, this plant provided 
jobs to a small town and helped Padu-
cah grow. What these workers did not 
necessarily know then was that they 
were not just going to work for a pay-
check, but they were sacrificing them-
selves to protect our national security. 
Now, during a time of high unemploy-
ment, the plant continues to provide 
jobs by cleaning up the nuclear waste 
of the Cold War era. 

Our Nation’s nuclear workers have 
bravely served our country at a time 
when we needed them most and they 
deserve to be honored. Today, I, along-
side the Nation, recognize these fine 
men and women for the sacrifices they 
have made. 

f 

AUTISM 
Mr. KIRK. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the following op-ed 
article written by Doug Flutie and 
printed in the Boston Globe on October 
17, 2009, be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Massachusetts may have the best health 
care in the country, but it doesn’t cover the 
treatment for the fastest-growing health 
threat to children—autism. Autism affects 
brain function and impairs communication, 
social interaction, and sensory modulation 
skills. The most recent statistics show that 
1 in 91 children has autism, with the inci-
dence four times as high in boys. More than 
500 babies born this year in Massachusetts 
will soon be diagnosed with autism. What 
their parents will learn first—what my wife, 
Laurie, and I have learned from our son 
Dougie—is that while the hopes and dreams 
for their child may change, they will also in-
tensify. Parents will learn that, with early 
intervention, children with autism can make 
significant strides—a fact backed up by ex-
tensive studies. They’ll find that their pedia-
tricians and neurologists will prescribe in-
tense one-on-one speech, occupational, phys-
ical, and behavioral therapies. And then 
they’ll be dismayed to discover that, though 
they’ve always paid their health care pre-
miums, their health plans will not cover 
these services. 

Why don’t health plans cover treatments 
for the fastest-growing health threat to chil-
dren? There is a contradiction between the 
role of schools versus that of medicine and 
health plans. Federal law stipulates that 
schools provide services necessary to allow 
all children to ‘‘access the curriculum.’’ 
While critical to helping children with au-
tism excel in the classroom, this in no way 
replaces their need for therapy to improve 
long-term brain functioning—not only to get 
through an average day, but to lay the foun-
dation for the rest of their lives. School su-
perintendents are powerful in asking health 
plans to step up to ensure that children with 
autism, like all others, are sent to school 
ready to learn. They expect health plans to 
provide glasses to students with poor eye-
sight, or even chemotherapy to children with 
cancer, so they have every right to expect 

that children with autism will receive out- 
of-school autism therapy. Foundations like 
The Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for Autism 
and Advocates for Autism of Massachusetts 
work hard to fill the gaps in services and op-
portunities for children with autism. We also 
work to make up for the absence of the lead 
player in supporting the treatment of any 
medical condition: health plans. 

In the health plans’ absence, parents are 
left to pay privately or see their children go 
without autism therapies. 

Those of us who can afford it (comfortably 
or through extreme means) see the incredible 
difference these services make in our chil-
dren’s ability to communicate, learn, func-
tion as part of the family and the commu-
nity, and simply stay safe. 

Those who can’t afford it face the pain of 
being unable to give their child services 
proven to radically improve their develop-
mental outlook. 

Autism coverage isn’t just the right thing; 
it’s the financially smart thing. This cov-
erage will cost just $2.28 per member per 
month. Alternatively, the average lifetime 
cost for an adult with autism is estimated at 
$3.2 million. Research shows that with effec-
tive early intensive intervention up to 47 
percent of individuals can lead independent 
lives without state-funded supports. Addi-
tionally, they will each make an estimated 
$1.7 million contribution as taxpayers, bring-
ing the actual savings of autism coverage per 
person to $4.9 million. While not all individ-
uals will achieve this outcome, even mod-
erate gains result in significant savings to 
taxpayers. 

The Legislature is considering a bill that 
requires health plans to treat autism as a 
medical condition and pay for its treat-
ments. Fifteen states have already passed 
similar legislation. This state needs to join 
them in ending insurance discrimination 
against people with autism. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

MICDS CELEBRATION 
∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, on Novem-
ber 3, 2009, three former Senate col-
leagues will be honored in a special 
ceremony at Mary Institute and Saint 
Louis Country Day School, MICDS, in 
St. Louis, MO. Former Senators Jack 
Danforth, Tom Eagleton, and Pete Wil-
son will be celebrated in a bronze bas 
relief by artist Harry Weber. 

When the three distinguished U.S. 
Senators served together from 1983 to 
1987, it marked the first time in history 
that three Members of the Senate serv-
ing simultaneously were graduates of 
the same secondary school, at that 
time Saint Louis Country Day School. 
They are being honored as part of the 
School’s Sesquicentennial Celebration. 
Please join me in congratulating my 
three Senate colleagues and MICDS on 
150 years of shaping generations of 
leaders and preparing their students 
for lives of purpose and service.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ANN HIGDON 
∑ Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate Ms. Ann Higdon 
of Dayton, OH, who was recently 
awarded The Purpose Prize, sponsored 
by Civic Ventures, The Atlantic Phi-
lanthropies, and the John Templeton 
Foundation. 
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